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Students at Langley High look for-
ward to observing the events of Case
Day 2015. This year marked the
23rd annual Supreme Court oral
arguments presented by students.
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With its vaulted entrance way extending
to the pool, the new pavilion accommo-

dates well-integrated activity zones
while quietly reconciling existing

architecture to a setting that in-
cludes planters and other out-

door features. Craftsman-style
piers supporting an angular

metal-clad roof present a
period ambiance accented

with wicker chairs and
cafe tables.
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Great Fall Office | 703.759.6300 | 731-A Walker Road | Great Falls, VA 22066

A Great Falls tradition for over 25 years

Our Tradition of greatness continues! To buy or sell your home, contact us today!

703-930-5692 (phone/text)

Bonnie@BonnieWolfeRealty.com
www.BonnieWolfeRealty.com

Bonnie Wolfe
MBA

Casey
Thompson

GRI, CRS
Life Member,

NVAR Top Producer

703-795-3852 Cell

www.soldbycasey.com

“Client Satisfaction” isn’t just my
slogan...it’s my business!

caseythompson@weichert.com

Contact:

Roya Rafei
703-447-0099
or rrafei@aol.com

Walk to the Metro Silver Line!
Price Reduced!

Beautiful Fully
Remodeled
Rotonda G
Unit, 2BD,
2Bth with
Stunning

Sunset View

8380
Greensboro

Drive, McLean
VA 22107

Providing residential,
commercial, and investment

real estate services

JUST SOLD!
10423 Artemel Lane
Lexington Estates

Commercial Office Condo
Available for Sale or Lease – 2,200sf

9912 C Georgetown Pike – Olivers Corner

Commercial Office Condo For Lease
746 Walker Road, Unit 12 – 2,166sf

Crossroads Building

Commercial Retail Space For Lease
752 Walker Road Next to
Peking Delight – 1,450sf
Great Falls Village Centre

CarolEllickson@weichert.com
www.carolellickson.com
703-862-2135

“Merry Knoll”
Travel back to yes-
teryear in this won-
derful farmhouse
on 5.5 acres, short
walk to the
Potomac. So
serene. Magnifi-
cent grounds with
a winding stream.
Charming interior
with hardwoods,
brick floors, 4 fire-
places, screened
porch, five bed-
rooms, 4.5 baths.
Walk-out lower
level with au/pair
suite. Barn with
room for office
space above.
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Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

News

See Langley Case Day,  Page 9

By Ken Moore

The Connection

L
angley senior Eryney
Marrogi sat on the judicial
bench four seats from U.S.
Supreme Court Clerk Gen.

William K. Suter, retired.
Suter and Marrogi grilled Langley

seniors Katherine Cassidy, Madeline
Shaw, Cameron Davis and Paul Dell
for 15 minutes each.

“Mr. McFadden refers to the sub-
stance like ‘white powder,’ he sold it
in baggies,” said Suter. “What legiti-
mate thought could he have had?”

“Under your reasoning,” said
Marrogi, “how can anyone be con-
victed if they don’t have a doctorate
in chemistry?”

And the questions during Langley
High School’s Case Day kept coming
and coming, only stopping for the 15-
minute timer.

“That’s what we call a hot bench,”
said A.P. Government teacher Allison
Cohen, who assists students who run
Langley High School’s Case Day pro-
gram. “We had so many tough ques-
tions from the justices. Especially,
those student justices.”

“Saucy,” she said.
Thirty-seven Langley seniors audi-

tioned to be the two respondents and
petitioners. Marrogi and Shivani
Gupta served as student judges.

“How many questions did it feel like
I answered or how many questions did
I answer?” said Shaw.

“I’m typically a calm person, but this
time I was a little nervous,” said Davis.
“The 15 minutes go by a lot quicker
than you think.”

A couple hours later at the end of
the full-day court program in Langley’s
library, their peers asked them to de-
scribe how they felt, using only one

word.
“Victimized,” said Davis.
“Awestruck,” said Shaw.
“Entertained,” said Cassidy.
“The better question is how do I feel now

that it’s over,” said Dell.
“Paul just asked himself a question again,”

said Davis.
The four Langley scholars, who have been

rehearsing, debating and mocking since
February, were able to laugh again.

They and about 21 other Langley students
involved with Case Day will be attending
McFadden v. United States, to be argued in
the United States Supreme Court on Tues-
day, April 21.

CASE DAY is a Langley institution. This
year marked the 23rd annual Supreme
Court oral arguments presented by stu-
dents.

“This is the best program in American like

it,” said Suter, who was clerk of the United
States Supreme Court from 1991-2013.
“That’s why we are here, year after year.”

And it is student run. Students from Lan-
gley government classes, there are nine A.P.
government classes, conduct the day’s pro-
gram.

There are 30 committee chair people who
coordinate everything from decorations,
hospitality, to food and finance, to educa-
tion, research, social media, technology, and
interest and publicity. All 396 students in
Langley government classes have roles to
play.

“Don’t underestimate what a high school
student is capable of,” said Cohen.

Seniors Isabel Marcovici and Trey McKula
coordinated all of it. McKula called his job
“an excuse to drink way more coffee than
is healthy for any human.”

The four attorneys were stars of the day,

with the highlight of the day being their oral
arguments, presided over by Suter, Justice
Antonin G. Scalia’s son John Scalia, and
other attorneys, professors of law, and Janie
Strauss, Dranesville School Board member.

“I watched these kids devour merit briefs
in 30 minutes, and answer questions that
would stop most mortals,” said Cohen, who
has been involved with Case Day the last
12 years.

But each part of the day served to make
it an educational day for all students, those
involved and those who watched.

“Since 1993, Case Day has united the
entire school to take a comprehensive look
into the American judicial system and the
inner workings of the Supreme Court,” ac-
cording to the mission of Case Day. “This
event allows the student body to delve into

Langley Case Day
seniors to attend
United States Supreme
Court Tuesday.

Langley Docket Adjourns

Photos by Ken Moore/The Connection

Nine mock Supreme Court Justices presided over Langley’s 2015 Case Day.

Madeline Shaw and Katherine Cassidy find it easier to
laugh at the conclusion of Case Day.

Cameron Davis, respondent, and Paul Dell, petitioner. “I
think the one thing all of us can agree on is that there is
now some relief that it is all over,” said Paul Dell.

“I watched these kids
devour merit briefs in
30 minutes, and answer
questions that would
stop most mortals.”

— Allison Cohen, teacher,
Langley High School
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Longfellow Middle,
Langley High Win
Science Olympiad

Teams from Longfellow Middle School and
Langley High School captured first place in
Division B and Division C, respectively, in
the 2015 Virginia Science Olympiad, held at
Lake Braddock Secondary School.

The Longfellow team is made up of stu-
dents Shihao Cao, James Chen, Matthew
Cox, Alexy Didenkov, Alice Fontaine, Alex
Kao-Sowa, Michael Kruppa, Jules
LeMenestrel, Cathryn Liang, Jocelyn Liu,
Zain Mirzam, Matt Moschella, Siona Prasad,
Reva Siva, Katherine Wu, Kathryn Yang,
Vicky Yang, Hana Yu, and Arnold Zhang.

Members of the Langley team are Andrew
Chen, Zach Chou, Paul Dell, Jaisohn Kim,
Andrew Makris, Amy Zhao, Tyler
Larkworthy, Sungho Lee, Ashley Zhang,
Nathan Bala, Ben Culmer, Callan Cramer,
Kevin Zhou, Andy Tan, and Trevor
Dankworth.

Great Falls Senior
Center to Host Talk
on Terror

The Great Falls Senior Center (GFSC) has
announced Dr. Sebastian Gorka as guest

Week in Great Falls

speaker for the May 5 event. His subject will
be “The Rise of ISIS And Its Impact on
America.”

Dr. Gorka is a recognized international au-
thority on terrorism, irregular warfare and
national security. At the highest level he has
briefed and advised the Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense, the US Special Operation
Command, NATO, the National Intelligence
Council and the CIA. He has also served as
lead lecturer for US Special Operations
Command’s Terrorism program and is a fre-
quent guest lecturer at the FBI, the John F.
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School
as well as other related agencies and war
colleges. Dr. Gorka appears regularly as an
analyst and commentator in the US and in-
ternational media, to include the BBC, CNN,
Fox News and EuroNews.

The May 5 event will be held at St.
Catherine of Siena Catholic Church, 1020
Springvale Road, Great Falls. The program
runs 11 to 1:30 p.m. and includes lunch. A
modest contribution is appreciated.

The event sponsor is Thrivent Financial, a
faith-based, not-for-profit membership orga-
nization, a Fortune 500 financial services or-
ganization and the nation’s largest fraternal
benefit society.

Reservations are a must and need to be
made by April 28 by emailing Polly Fitzgerald
at pollyfitz1@verizon.net or calling 703-759-
4345. For additional information see website
at gfseniors.org.

News

Cleaning Up Local Stream, Trails in Great Falls
The nine volunteers picked up about 50 pounds of trash—includ-
ing a tire—from the banks of Difficult Run in Great Falls and along
the trails on Saturday, April 11. The Difficult Run stream clean up
was sponsored and organized by the Great Falls Citizens Associa-
tion and in-
cluded adult
residents as
well as stu-
dents from
area middle
schools. It was
part of a
Potomac wide
clean up
sponsored
each year by
the Alice
Ferguson
Foundation.
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Sofia Vergara Uses
Venus Legacy to Get
Red Carpet-Ready

• Non-Surgical
  Body Contouring
• Cellulite Reduction
• Wrinkle Reduction
• Circunferencial
  Reduction
• Skin Tightening
• Stretch Mark Reduction

Patients Love DermaPen!

Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 4/30/15

$400 OFF
Venus
Legacy

Treatment

Venus
Legacy

Treatment

$400 OFF

The New Year
marks the start
of Hollywood’s
most glamorous
red carpet event
season.
Thanks to Extra
TV and famed
Beverly Hills
dermatologist
Dr. Harold Lancer.BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER BEFORE AFTER

• Minimal Downtime • Minimal Discomfort
• Affordable • Safe for All Skin Types
• Acne Scars, Photoaging, Fine Lines, Stretch Marks

BEFORE AFTER

Great Falls Center
9889 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls, VA 22066

703-677-8700
Open 7 Days A Week! 9 am-9 pm!

GREAT FALLS MEDSPA

We can help you look 15 years younger!

Other Services:
Facial, Massage, DermaPen, Venus
Freeze, Venus Legacy, B12 Shoots,

Sclerotherapy, Whiting and Invisalign.

News

By Ken Moore

The Connection

B
asheer/Edgemoore, a builder, wants to
build 22 houses on the 51.97 acre Brooks
Farm property. The Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning received the fourth and

latest iteration of the proposal last week.
“Our next step is to meet to see how they have

addressed the issues,” said Catherine Lewis, from the
Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning.
“We are just one part of the review.”

After the department issues its staff report, the
Department of Planning and Zoning will hold a pub-
lic hearing, currently scheduled for June 10, 2015.

“That’s when everyone else gets involved,” said
Lewis.

After planning and zoning makes a recommenda-
tion, the Board of Supervisors will hold its own sched-
uled process, including additional opportunity for
public involvement and testimony.

MORE THAN 70 residents clustered into a Great
Falls Library meeting room Tuesday, April 14 for an
update scheduled by the Great Falls Citizens
Association’s Land Use and Zoning and Environment
committees on the Brooks Farm proposal.

The applicant seeks rezoning to R-E zoning, which
permits .2 to .5 dwelling units per acre and conforms
with the Comprehensive Plan recommendation, ac-
cording to Gregory A. Riegle, attorney with McGuire
Woods for Basheer/Edgemoore.

“As shown the Brooks property is planned for the
exact same density as all of the surrounding area
and, in fact, as most of Great Falls,” according to
Riegle.

The proposal for cluster development is intended
“to better preserve the environmental features of the
property, preserve more trees in dedicated open
space, provide more homeowners’ open space and
generally create a better designed, more cohesive
community,” said Riegle.

BUT GREAT FALLS residents have concerns: envi-
ronmental concerns, septic, well water and
stormwater management concerns. And, perhaps,
traffic and density concerns.

The developer says that density is on par with sub-
divisions that surround the property, and that the

Public hearing on
Brooks Farm proposal
scheduled for June 10
at Planning and Zoning.

22 Houses on 52 Acres Proposed for
One of Last Farms in Great Falls

See Brooks Farm,  Page 6
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additional 17 trips in the morning peak
hour and 23 in the afternoon peak hour can
be mitigated.

The Great Falls Citizens Association held
its second meeting of the year on Brooks
Farm to update residents on the proposal,
and to voice questions and concerns to
county officials.

“The Environmental Committee has a
goal to try to preserve the semi-rural na-
ture our community,”
said Bill Canis, vice
president of the Great
Falls Citizens Associa-
tion. “People can’t take
well water and quality
of water for granted.”

Brooks Farm is one
of the last old farm
properties of Great
Falls to be developed.

Although planners said they just received
the latest version of the application and
need to meet with each other before voic-
ing opinion, they attempted to address doz-
ens of questions raised by the committees.

The newest application, for example,
evaporated an old plan for a wet pond for
stormwater management in favor of a safer

dry pond.
“Our primary concern is safety. We look

to see if you have exhausted other options,”
said Camylyn Lewis, with the Department
of Public Works and Environmental Ser-
vices. “They will create a more traditional
dry pond,” and will use other stormwater
management tools, including a rainwater
garden.

The applicant has also chosen an alter-
native system to remove impurities in run-
off, according to Riegle. “The alternative

system is projected to
remove 85 to 99 per-
cent of the impurities
and reduce nitrogen
by at least 50 percent.”

Craig Herwig, of the
Urban Forestry Man-
agement Division, said
he will make an inven-
tory of the trees on

site.
“We would like to see native plants in

their landscape,” he said. “we will require
species diversity.”

If approved, all the details will be ad-
dressed at in the site plans, said Herwig.
“There could be one, two, three submissions
of this plan until staff has a chance to make
sure they get it right.”

Brooks Farm Hearing June 10
From Page 5

News

“People can’t take well
water and quality of
water for granted.”
— Bill Canis, vice president of the

Great Falls Citizens Association
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

➠

Follow
us:

50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery
50-75% Off
Pottery

606060

FREE
ESTIMATES!
Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,

Landscaping
and so much more!

New Guinea
Impatiens 97¢

4" Pots

New Guinea
Impatiens 97¢

4" Pots

New Guinea
Impatiens 97¢

4" Pots

New Guinea
Impatiens 97¢

4" Pots

New Guinea
Impatiens 97¢

4" Pots

NEW
Nursery Stock

25% OFF!

Tomato Plants
$1.99
4" Pots

Tomato Plants
$1.99
4" Pots

Tomato Plants
$1.99
4" Pots

Tomato Plants
$1.99
4" Pots

Tomato Plants
$1.99
4" Pots

NEW Shipments
Citrus and
Flowering
Tropicals

NEW Shipments
Citrus and
Flowering
Tropicals

NEW Shipments
Citrus and
Flowering
Tropicals

NEW Shipments
Citrus and
Flowering
Tropicals

NEW Shipments
Citrus and
Flowering
Tropicals

New Shipments
of Perennials
and Annuals

New Shipments
of Perennials
and Annuals

New Shipments
of Perennials
and Annuals

New Shipments
of Perennials
and Annuals

New Shipments
of Perennials
and Annuals

Bulk Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49

(3 cu. ft bags)

See our Website for more sales:
www.cravensnursery.com

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

30% Off
All Trees
2014 &

Prior

All Japanese
Maples

35% Off
New Shipment

    ~ Over 100
         Varieties ~

Local Nursery Closing After 42 Years
~ Going Out of Business Sale ~
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es
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 20
08

!

RR Ties • Starting
at $14.99 each

News

By Ryan Dunn

The Connection

G
uests and residents of
Fairfax County attended
a free ceremony and

open house at Colvin Run Mill in
Great Falls the afternoon of Sun-
day, April 19. In addition to brief
remarks made by local and county
delegates, the event was an oppor-
tunity for visitors to tour the re-
stored and fully operational mill.
“It was a very active day, a lot of
people enjoyed their visit and we
hope they will come visit us
again,” said Kitty O’Hara, a long
term volunteer at Colvin Run Mill
Park and affiliate of the Friends of
Colvin Run Mill (FOCRM).

“Today, our community and our
community leaders continue to
support the operations of our mill.
And it’s still such a mechanical
wonder that people will come
from miles around to watch it
work. What’s old is new again,”
said park manager Mike Henry.
“Thank you for supporting us and
entrusting us with this treasure of
the past, present and the future.”

Miller Mason Maddox and assis-
tants dressed in the garb of 19th

century millers showed and dis-
played how grain can be made into
grist. At Colvin Run Mill visitors
can see the setting of a bygone age
and marvel at the technological
innovations of the early 1800s.
The park is operated by the Fairfax
County Park Authority and located
at 10017 Colvin Run Road in Great
Falls. The mill is a popular year-
round destination, with visitors
including children on school field

trips.

THE MILL opened as a museum
in 1972, and visitors can observe
the historic machinery in full op-
eration. Restoration work com-
pleted at Colvin Run Mill now
shows the Oliver Evans’ (1755-
1819) automated process that
revolutionized late 18th and early
19th century flour milling in
America. Evans’ system was the
foundation of the modern auto-
mated industries that followed.
Locally, George Washington re-
ceived one of the first licenses to
use Evans’ system in his mill on
Dogue Creek in Fairfax County.

Colvin Run Mill grinds enough
corn and wheat to supply the as-
sociated general store, as well as
several area restaurants. Repre-
sentatives from some of these lo-
cal area restaurants attended the
restoration celebration. This in-
cluded Executive Chef at the Hyatt
Dulles Elements restaurant, Mat-
thew Warschaw, who offered
samples of freshly made grits. Grits
are just one dish which uses flour
ground at Colvin Run Mill. “We
have been using flour from this
park at the hotel for the past three
years now,” said Warschaw.

Warschaw enjoys using fresh local
and regional ingredients at his
kitchen. “Colvin Run Mill is a great
local treasure,” said Warschaw.

Providing samples of cornbread
and BBQ were Brian and Megan
Varani. “With the good weather, it
was a great community event,”
said Megan Varani. The couple will
open a full service restaurant and
bar, Big Mook’s BBQ, this summer
at 1141 Walker Road, Great Falls.
Opening seven days a week, the
menu will consist of typical bar-
becue fare as well as dishes for
non-barbecue eaters. In addition,
Saturday and Sunday the restau-
rant will be open for brunch. The
couple intends to use flour ground
at the Colvin Run Mill in the res-
taurant cornbread.

HELPING THE VISITORS were
teams of volunteers and other
staff. “We had a fun time,” said
Pam Gennari who has worked as
a Fairfax County staff employee at
Colvin Run Mill for five years.
“This is a great place to work and
we have great volunteers,” said
Gennari. For more information on
Colvin Run Mill, visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
colvinrunmill/.

Colvin Run Mills Hosts
Restoration Celebration
Community at-
tends Great Falls
park open house.

Photo by the Friends of Colvin Run Mill

Park staff, volunteers and community leaders hold the
ceremonial ribbon for the restoration celebration of
Colvin Run Mill historic site.

SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

SOUTH DAKOTA,  July 14-20,........................................................................... $2114
Includes Air from Dulles,  6 Nights Hotel, Daily Breakfast, 3 Dinners,
Transfers/Porterage.Sightseeing – Call for details

BOSTON POPS REHEARSAL, July  2-5.............................................................$729
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, 2 Breakfasts, 1 Dinner, 1 Luncheon.
Sightseeing, Harbor Cruise, Pops Rehearsal. Call for details.

HUDSON VALLEY, NY, Aug. 3-7,.......................................................................$1075
Includes Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockiville, 4 nights hotel, 4 Breakfasts, 3 Dinners,
2 Luncheons. Sightseeing – Call for details.
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Winners
Jon Roetman , The
Vienna/Oakton Connection
— Sports Writing Portfolio,
First Place. Madison’s
Koshuta Scores 39 Against
‘Idol’ Floyd; Oakton Girls’ XC
Repeats as State Champs;
Madison Volleyball Drops
Heartbreaker in State Final.
Judge’s comments: Strong
and clear writing and excel-
lent storytelling helps game
stories feel more like fea-
tures. Excellent work.

Victoria Ross, Oak Hill/
Herndon Connection —
Government Writing, First
Place. Let Sun Shine on
Virginia’s Financial Disclo-
sure Laws, Mr. Horejsi Goes to
Richmond; Bulova: ‘This Will
Be a Challenging Budget.’
Judge’s comments: An en-
gaging look at a lobbyist who
fights for the little guy; an
entertaining story on a po-
litical candidate, helping
readers put the upcoming election into con-
text; one of the better budgeting stories I’ve
seen lately that helps readers understand how
the county’s budgeting process is going to cost
them more money. The supporting sidebars
help bring the message home.

Joan Brady, Great Falls Connection — Col-
umn Writing, Second Place. No, I’m Not a Par-
ent; I Just Act Like One; Small Acts of Kindness;
Nurturing Happy Memories. Judge’s comments:
Brady draws on her wealth of experience with
the foster parent system to write
empathetically but authoritatively on family
ties. And she does so with humanity and in-

concepts clear and applicable
to the reader. The aging in
place article was particularly
relevant and insightful, the
childhood sleep story was
unlike anything I’d ever read
(and I have two kids) and
really summed up how a spe-
cific approach to children’s
health makes sense. The
spiritual health article was
unusual, refreshing to see,
and I love the variety of
sources and comments.

Bonnie Hobbs, The Fairfax
Connection — Personal Ser-
vice Writing, Third Place.
Affordable Housing Lack Can
Lead to Hunger; ‘Help Us, Will
You Please?’ City of Fairfax to
Tackle Affordable Housing;
Council ‘Honored to Support
this Project;’ ‘Dream Come
True’ for Lamb Center. Judge’s
comments: Solid writing and
good follow-through on the
housing issues. The writer did

a good job of including income and free lunch
data without breaking the flow of the story.

Mary Kimm, The McLean Connection —
Editorial Writing, Third Place. Trending in the
Right Direction; Virginia Proves Elections Mat-
ter; More Affordable Housing Needed; Tragic
Consequences; Deadly Medicaid Debacle. Judge’s
comments: This submission consists of five
well-articulated and well-grounded pieces
tackling access to affordable housing and
health care, a pair of closely related state and
national issues with important local ramifica-
tions. The work combines passion with a per-
suasive factual underpinning.

sight. Her writing combines depth and subtlety
with eloquence of expression. In some senses,
her subject matter is narrow. But viewed
through a different filter, it is universal. She
writes engagingly on a consistent basis.

Marilyn Campbell, Chantilly Connection —
Health, Science and Environmental Writing,
Third Place. Spiritual Wellness in the New Year;
Consistent Bedtimes Aid Children; How To Age
in Place Safely; Judge’s comments: These ar-
ticles amount to personal guidance in the best
sense of the term. They should serve as very
helpful resources for readers of a variety of ages.
In concise manner, they effectively made the

Jon Roetman Victoria Ross Joan Brady

Mary Kimm Marilyn Campbell Bonnie Hobbs

Truncated list, for a complete list, see www.connectionnewspapers.com

Opinion

O
n Saturday, April 18, a group of
journalists from the Connection
Newspapers traveled to Roanoke
for the annual Virginia Press As-

sociation event to collect awards
for business reporting, government writing,

writing about health, science and the environ-
ment, feature writing, sports writing, column
writing, obituaries, cartoons, entertainment
pages and writing, public safety writing, edi-
torial pages and writing, page design, infor-
mational graphics and more.

A look at the themes of some winning en-
tries gives some insight into the mission at the
Connection: to tell stories of significance, us-
ing reporting, data and analysis while getting
to the heart of why the issues matter in local
lives. In a time that we, like all newspapers,
are functioning with reduced resources, it helps
affirm that the effort can make a difference.

Bonnie Hobbs won for ongoing coverage of

a family’s efforts to provide the best life for a
son they call “not special needs, but a special
person,” and a second award for coverage of
issues related to affordable housing and
homelessness.

Judges call Michael Pope’s business report-
ing “first-rate, data-driven reporting and analy-
sis on important issues.” Stories on driving
habits, cesarean deliveries and the Affordable
Care Act are called “well-researched, clearly
written and engaging. The use of real-live
people high up in stories to illustrate makes
for very compelling material.”

Vernon Miles won for breaking news cover-
age of Arlington’s first same sex marriage, be-
ing “on the scene of a local event that has lo-
cal, statewide and national significance. … The
story is multi-sourced; has a strong lead that
gives readers a sense of the scene; places the

event in historic context; and captures the
celebratory feel of the event.”

On Pope government reporting: “Rather than
regurgitating official statements, the reporter
tells people’s stories to illuminate the conse-
quences of government decisions. This repre-
sents a model for all government reporting.”

On Marilyn Campbell’s reporting for
Wellbeing: “These articles amount to personal
guidance in the best sense of the term.”

Even in recreation and entertainment, our
mission is to provide our readers with the in-
formation they need to have fun, and our an-
nual update to the “Insiders Guide to the
Parks,” brainchild of Jean Card, is designed to
do that.

What are we missing? We rely on our readers to
let us know. We invite your story ideas, your tips,
your letters to the editor, calendar listings, photos of
mothers for Mother’s Day and fathers for Fathers Day,
and more. Visit www.connectionnewspapers.com and
click on “contact us,” or email editors@
connectionnewspapers.com

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Variety of coverage honored at annual
Virginia Press Association conference.

Connection Papers Win Awards

Editorial
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See Calendar,  Page 11

Artist’s Homecoming
Great Falls artist Judith St. Ledger-Roty with sev-
eral of her recent paintings at a reception at
Katie’s Coffee House at The Old Brogue.

Great Falls artist Judith St. Ledger-Roty with Alane
and Ralph Dashner at a recent art show reception
at The Old Brogue.

Great Falls painter
Judith St. Ledger-
Roty exhibits at
Katie’s, shows new
Artists’ Atelier.

G
uests at a reception at Katie’s
Coffee House at the Old Brogue
on April 11 not only got a close-

up look at the work of Great Falls painter
Judith St. Ledger-Roty, but also a sneak
preview of the art studio she and nine
others will be opening in May.

St. Leger-Roty’s exhibit at Katie’s,
“Containers for Living,” will be on dis-
play through the end of April. She spent
the last several years studying at the Stu-
dio Incamminati in Philadelphia, a real-
ist artist’s workshop, and the show at the
Brogue is her “homecoming party,” she
explains.

Following the reception at Katie’s,
guests were invited to the new location
of the Artists’ Atelier, a studio, gallery
and school for aspiring artists that will
open in early May in space on the Great
Falls Green formerly occupied by a wine
shop. In recent years, the Atelier (French
for “workshop” for the fine or decora-
tive arts) has been located in space at
Colvin Run. The new location will put
the artists and photographers right in the
heart of Great Falls village, just a short
walk from the Old Brogue. It features
windows nearly all the way around the
studio space, and provides an impressive
view of the Green.

— Patrick Korten

Great Falls artist Judith St.
Ledger-Roty on the porch of
the new home of the Artists’

Atelier, which will formally
open in early May.

Artist Judith St. Ledger-Roty and art lover Elizabeth Nassar at an art
reception at Katie’s Coffee House.
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Send announcements to
north@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Fri-
day for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork
encouraged.

THROUGH SATURDAY/MAY 6
6 Artists: 5 Years. The Frame Factory, 212

Dominion Road NE, Vienna. An exhibition and
sale of artwork by local artists: Jackie Elwell,
Elaine Floirmonte, Debbie Glakas, Lisa Neher,
Sarah Swart and Barbara Wagner.

THURSDAY/APRIL 23
Reading Buddies. 4:30 p.m. Great Falls Library,

9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Beginning
readers practice with teen volunteers.

Arbor Day and Green Expo. 4 p.m. Peet’s
Coffee at 332 Maple Ave E, Vienna. The tree
planting ceremony will be held in front of Peet’s
Coffee.After the Arbor Day ceremony, the public
is invited to attend the 7th annual Vienna Green
Expo at the Vienna Community Center from
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. The Vienna Green Expo is a
juried showcase of local and regional earth-
friendly exhibitors educating the public on how
to achieve a green lifestyle.Presentations and
discussions for children and adults from 30
juried exhibits, includes information on energy
efficiency, purchasing local organic products,
creating green gardens, recycling options and
more practical ideas to save money.

Introduction to Painting. 1-4 p.m. Vienna Art
Center, 115 Pleasant Street, NW, Vienna. If you
have always wanted to learn how to paint,
attend this class with Donna Grone and you will
take home your own finished painting. All
supplies provided by the Vienna Arts Society. No
experience necessary. Free. Call to register: 703-
319-3971.

FRIDAY/APRIL 24
Arts Night Out. 7-9 p.m. McLean Community

Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue, McLean. The
New Dominion Women’s Club will host the
annual “Arts Night Out.” This is a fun evening to
relax and enjoy a special showing at the gallery.
There will be hor’deorves, wine and dessert
served, along with an opportunity to participate
in a silent auction. For more information and to
purchase tickets, please visit our website:
www.ndwc.org.

Sybarite5. 8 p.m. The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1635
Trap Road, Vienna. String quintet blurs
boundaries with exacting musicianship and
adventurous programming for a transfixing
result. $35. 703-255-1900.

SATURDAY/APRIL 25
Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar Festival. 7:30 p.m.

The Barns at Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road,
Vienna. Melodic island music with uncommon
tunings and finger picking by Hawaii’s finest
players. $25-27. 703-255-1900.

Taste of Vienna. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 400 Center
Street South, Vienna Volunteer Fire Department.
to http://www.tasteofvienna.org/ . https://
www.facebook.com/tasteofvienna?fref=ts. Rain
or shine.

Great Falls Farmers Market Chef Cook Off.
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 778 Walker Road, Great Falls.
The Great Falls Farmers Market, the Great Falls
Historical Society and local nonprofit Green Fire
are teaming up to provide residents with a taste
of locally-harvested venison, as part of a “Field
to Table” program. Three local chefs have signed
up to use venison in delicious recipes. Tasting of
their handiwork will be available free of charge
that day, the opening day of the Farmers Market
summer season.

SUNDAY/APRIL 26
“Walk On the Hill.” 2-5 p.m. Free. Windover

Heights. Experience a peaceful time as part of
Vienna’s Quasquicentennial (125th) celebration
by touring the historic district and meandering
through any yard with a “Yard Open” sign.
Programs throughout the event, including native
habitat at Salsbury Spring and concerts by The
Old Time Machine, Green Hedges School and
Vienna Community Band. Roads closed to
vehicles at 2 p.m. Refreshments will be served.
(Rain Date: May 3) For information call 703-
938-5187 or visit www.historicviennainc.org.

11th Annual Vienna Elementary PTA “Run
for Fun” 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk. 8
a.m. Vienna Elementary School, 128 Center

Calendar
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA
450 ORCHARD STREET, NW

VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525

fbcvoffice@verizon.net
www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship
To Highlight Your Faith Community,

call Karen at 703-917-6468

 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
 5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran, Assoc. Rector

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

News

C
olvin Run Elementary School art is bloom
ing on the walls at Great Falls Starbucks.
Curated by Sandy Pugh and Lauren Grimm,

art specialists at the local school, the exhibit - spon-
sored by Great Falls Studios - includes creative in-
terpretations of 13 young artists: historical illustra-

The art on exhibit includes: Her Royal Highness by Katelyn; Snorkel Self-Portrait by
Cynthia, and Tree Silhouette at Sunset by Evan.

From Page 10

Calendar

Colvin Run Students Exhibit at Great Falls Starbucks
tions, royal highnesses, magical forests, sunsets, sil-
houettes, self-portraits and more, rendered in col-
ored pencil, oil and watercolor paint, pastel, collage,
linocut print. The exhibit runs through mid June.
The reception for teachers, artists and their families
was held April 14 at Great Falls Starbucks.

Street South, Vienna. Bring out the
whole family to help support
academic activities and
improvements at Vienna Elementary
School. DC Roadrunners will provide
a ChronoTrack timing system for the
USATF Certified 5K course. The cost
is $25 before 4/19 and $30 after.
Children 14 and under are $15. For
more information and to register,
please visit www.vienna5krun.org.

St. Francis Choral Concert. 4 p.m.
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The
performance will include PING, a
select group of vocalists specializing
in acapella music from all periods.
The featured work of the concert will
be Morten Lauridsen’s beautiful Lux
Aeterna, accompanied by
distinguished organist Paul
Skevington, music director of St.
Luke’s Catholic Church in McLean,
Va. The concert will be directed by
Larry Vote, Professor of Music at St.
Mary’s College of Maryland and co-
director of music at St. Francis
Episcopal Church.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 29
Fashion Show to Benefit Kenyan

Village. 8 p.m. Babalu, 8605
Westwood Center Drive, Vienna.
Hair-fashion show sponsored by
Tyson’s Corner salon Noufal will
benefit local nonprofit “Serve a
Village,” in support of village in
Kenya. In the show, models will
display hair styles created by award-
winning Noufal Haircolor Studio
stylists. Guests in attendance can win
prizes through a raffle with a ticket
cost of $10.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 30-MAY 3
“Young Frankenstein.” Thursday,

April 30 at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, May 1
at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, May 2 at 2 &
7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, May 3 at 2
p.m. George C. Marshall High School
is located at 7731 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church. Come and be
transported back to Transylvania
with Dr. Frederick Von Frankenstein
and a zany cast of characters. Tickets
are $15 for Adults, $10 for students/
seniors. Note: This production
contains language and content that
may not be suitable for young
children. Visit http://
statementheatre.org for more details.

SATURDAY/MAY 2
Annual Plant Native Sale. 8-11 a.m.

The Great Falls Grange Pavilion,
9818 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Buy a variety of indigenous
wildflowers, including bluebells,
trees, shrubs and ferns that benefit
our watershed, woodlands and fauna.

Native plants are as beautiful as
invasive ornamentals and exhibit a
better rate of survival. It’s the right
thing to do for the environment, and
the proceeds will help support
summer staff and educational
programs at Riverbend Park.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

P
laying in the second of back-to-
back games following five days
off, and with the second half of
the conference schedule ap-

proaching, McLean baseball coach John
Dowling opted to use four members of his
pitching staff during Friday’s game against
Fairfax.

While the use of multiple arms increased
the chance of a Highlander hurler having
an off night on the hill, McLean pitchers
encountered few bumps along the road, lim-
iting Fairfax to four hits.

But while McLean’s pitching staff gave the
team a chance to win, a frustrated Dowling
was left standing on the field
after the game, answering ques-
tions about his lineup’s inabil-
ity to produce.

The Highlanders lost to
Fairfax 1-0 on April 17 at
McLean High School. Jon
Clines, Charles Groppe, CJ
Downey and Billy Gerhardt each
pitched for the Highlanders, and
the foursome limited the Rebels
to just four hits, including none
in the final three innings. How-
ever, Fairfax senior Christian
Leckert tossed a three-hit shut-
out and did not allow a McLean
runner to reach third base.

A two-out single by McLean’s
Thomas Buckman and a wild
pitch by Leckert put the tying
run in scoring position in the
bottom of the seventh inning,
but Leckert induced a
groundout from the following
batter to end the game.

“I was feeling really loose,”
Leckert said. “[I threw] a lot of
sliders, curve balls, pretty much
offspeed, living in the zone.
Sometimes [I would] sneak
some fastballs in there.”

Afterward, Dowling shared
his frustration with the High-
landers’ inability to handle
Leckert’s breaking pitches.

“All the credit in the world to Leckert,”
Dowling said. “He threw strikes and we did
not come into the game with a strong ap-
proach and we did not adjust to what he
was doing. If I’m him, I’m going to do the
same thing: a lot of breaking balls that were
effective.”

What would Dowling have liked McLean
batters to do differently?

“Adjust to a lot of breaking balls,” Dowling
said. “We were taking fastball swings in
fastball counts and he was not throwing
fastballs. And for seven innings, we contin-

ued to do the same thing. That is not ac-
ceptable.”

THE LOSS dropped McLean’s record to 6-
5. It was the Highlanders’ third loss in their
last four games, with the trio of defeats com-
ing by a combined four runs.

“We’ve got this little magic formula,”
Dowling said. “We know that when we
throw strikes, we know we’re going to field
the baseball, then it just becomes a matter
of getting enough quality at-bats and we
did not [have] anything close to that to-

day.”
Clines started the game and pitched two

innings, allowing one hit. Groppe pitched
the next two innings, allowing one run on
three hits and suffered the loss. Downey
pitched the fifth inning before Gerhardt
pitched the final two.

One of the reasons Dowling gave for hav-
ing four pitchers throw limited innings was
the second half of conference play ap-
proaching. In Conference 6, only the sec-
ond half of the schedule counts toward the
conference standings. For McLean, it started

with Tuesday’s contest (April 21)
against Langley, after The
Connection’s deadline.

“Our [guy] pitched well, but their
guys pitched very well, also,” Fairfax
head coach Rick Freeman said. “They
ran a bunch of guys out there, they
all threw strikes [and] they all kept

us off balance. We gener-
ally get seven or eight hits
a game.”

Downey, Caleb Beatty
and Buckman each singled
for McLean.

Center fielder Matt
Collins nearly gave
McLean the lead with a
two-run homer in the
fourth inning, but his blast
down the left-field line
that ended up in the park-
ing lot sailed foul.

McLean returns several
key players from last year’s
team that reached the state
tournament, including se-
nior catcher Beatty and
junior shortstop Conor
Grammes. The Highland-
ers stumbled during the
middle of the 2014 cam-
paign, but won six of seven
games down the stretch to
reach the 6A North region
final against Chantilly.

THE HIGHLANDERS
finished region runner-up
and lost to Western Branch
5-4 in the state semifinals.

“We return a number of
guys that played in impor-
tant spots and at the very

least were here last year with us,”
Dowling said. “I think they know one
game does not make a season. Our
goals don’t change and we believe we
have the physical tools to be playing
deep into the postseason again. We’ve
just got to figure out the other mental
half of it.”

McLean will travel to face Marshall
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22.

“[We want to go] back to where we
were last year,” Beatty said, “[and go]
further.”

Highlanders hold
Fairfax to four hits,
lose 1-0.

Strong McLean Pitching Performance Goes for Naught

Jon Clines was one of four McLean pitchers
who helped limit Fairfax to one run on four
hits on April 17.

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Senior catcher Caleb Beatty is one of McLean’s top returning players
from last year’s team that reached the state playoffs.

John Dowling is in his second season as
head coach of the McLean baseball pro-
gram.

“We were taking fastball
swings in fastball counts
and he was not throwing
fastballs. And for seven
innings, we continued to
do the same thing. That
is not acceptable.”

— McLean baseball coach
John Dowling

Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-752-4031 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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The Case
McFadden v. United States

Question Presented: Petitioner
“Whether to convict a defendant of dis-

tribution of a controlled substance ana-
logue, the government must prove that
the defendant knew that the substance
constituted a controlled substance ana-
logue.”

Question Presented: United States
Whether, in a prosecution under the

Controlled Substance Analogue Enforce-
ment Act of 1986, Pub. L. No. 99-570,
100 Stat. 3207-13 (21 U.S.C. 813), the
government must prove that the defen-
dant knew, had a strong suspicion, or
deliberately avoided knowing that the
substance that he was intentionally dis-
tributing for human consumption was
substantially similar in chemical struc-
ture to a controlled substance.

Langley students and teachers wanted
a case that was relevant to high school
students and capable of changing a
person’s view of the case, said students
Cameron Davis and Madline Shaw.

Students Chairs
Case Coordinators: Isabel Marcovici and Trey

McKula
Debate Committee: Andrew Rifken, Sean

Gordon
Decorations: Jennie Kim, Ashlyn Klosterman
Education: Connor Halm, Sara Zahir, Brittony

Trumbull, Ryan Shaw
Emcees: Shakir Naji, Weston Simonides
Finance: Ethan Zell, Casey Britt

Shaw argued on behalf of defendant
and petitioner McFadden while Davis
argued for the United States Govern-
ment. “Most of us changed our opinions
of the case. In my case, I changed my
opinion five times,” said Shaw.

“The one thing we all agreed on is how
poorly worded [the Controlled Substance
Analogue Enforcement Act of 1986]
was,” said Paul Dell. “At the end, when
we got close to the middle ground, it was
so very close.”

Oral arguments in front of the U.S Su-
preme Court in this case were scheduled
for Tuesday, April 21. In choosing a case,
Langley students and teachers also
wanted a case that they would be able
to get access to. About 25 students will
be attending the arguments at the U.S.
Supreme Court Case this Tuesday.

“I’m fairly confident the government
should win,” Dell said. McFadden “had a
strong suspicion he wasn’t doing the right
thing.”

Student justice Ernyney Marrogi asked
Shaw and Dell, who argued for the peti-
tioner in Langley’s mock trial, “couldn’t
you only convict a defendant who has a
doctorate in chemistry?”

Food: Natalie Volpicelli, Maggie Natal, Kayla
Madani

Hospitality: Jordan Campbell, Kayla Omsberg
Interest Group: Connor Kianpour, Haley

Falkenberry
Publicity: Alex Grieco, Lainey Dooley, Eric

Owens
Research: Rachel Wu, Ian Beskin
Social Media: Ryan Fairbairn, Brian Reilly,

Vivian Vaeth
Technology: Mariam Zaidi

News

From Page 3

a controversial national issue and
tackle analysis and argument on a
professional level, and provides the
unique opportunity to work alongside
and hear from legal professionals.”

The question presented in
McFadden: “Whether to convict a de-
fendant of distribution of a controlled
substance analogue, the government
must prove that the defendant knew
that the substance constituted a con-
trolled substance analogue.”

And, from the United States:
“Whether, in a prosecution under

the Controlled Substance Analogue
Enforcement Act of 1986, the govern-
ment must prove that the defendant
knew, had a strong suspicion, or de-
liberately avoided knowing that the
substance that he was intentionally
distributing for human consumption
was substantially similar in chemical
structure to a controlled substance.”

Students also invited legal experts
and others who dissected the case
from different points of view. They
also heard from DEA’s John
Scherbenske, who described the hor-
rors he sees from the effects of syn-
thetic drugs that are made by people
trying to outmaneuver the legal sys-
tem.

SUPREME COURT CHAMBERS is the
next stop for the coordinators, the student
judges, the attorneys, and many other case
day participants.

“I’m fairly confident the government should
win,” said Davis. McFadden “had a strong
suspicion he wasn’t doing the right thing.”

“He was an unsympathetic defendant but
just because he’s not sympathetic doesn’t
mean there’s not a legitimate case,” said
Shaw. “We are here because it is an unclear
law.”

“The one thing we agreed on is how
poorly worded it is,” said Dell.

Langley students and teachers wanted to
choose a case that was relevant to high
school students and capable of changing a
person’s view of the case, said students
Davis and Shaw. They also wanted a case
that would allow them to secure 25 seats
in the United States Supreme Court.

Many got a tour of the Supreme Court
approximately one week before Langley
Case Day.

“Breathtaking,” said Davis.
Most of those involved in Case Day said

they aspired to be involved since they heard
about the program as freshmen four years
ago.

“I’ve never had an experience like it,” said
Shaw.

“It gave us one last chance to get in-
volved,” said publicity chair Alex Grieco,
“one last hurrah with the senior class.”

“Finishing senior year with Case Day is a
blessing,” said Marcovici, the coordinator.

“I’m kind of sad it’s over,” said Shaw.
Marcovici thanked teacher Cohen for all

the support she and other teachers gave to
the program. “We are in awe for what you
do for us, you do so much, that we forgive
you for taking vacation for two weeks,” said
Marcovici.

“She left us alone for two weeks before
Case Day,” said Marcovici.

Langley Case Day ‘the Best in America’
The four student attorneys will be present in the U.S. Supreme Court
Tuesday, April 21 to hear the actual oral arguments in the case.

Photos by Ken Moore/The Connection

William K. Suter and Cary Greenberg acted as mock justices.

“Most of us changed our
opinions of the case. In
my case, I changed my
opinion five times.”

— Madline Shaw

And Case Day went perfectly, due to stu-
dents’ expertise and efforts.

“We thank the faculty, the students and

the program sponsors for an outstanding
program,” Suter said. “The Court is ad-
journed until next year.”
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTIONJUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

EmploymentEmployment

CHOP’T is now accepting applications
for a new store opening in McLean, VA!

WE’RE LOOKING FOR…
Passionate people. People who operate with a sense of
urgency. People who smile uncontrollably. People who
love to serve. Strong restaurant experience and great
customer skills preferred. We will be hiring Cashiers,
Saladmakers, Line Employees, Dishwashers
and Runners. Please apply online by
clicking on the link below:
https://choptsaladcareers.clickandhire.net/
All applications must be submitted
online. No e-mails please.

Database Administrator 
(Arlington, VA) (Mult pos). 

Mdfy exst'g db & db
>> mgmnt sys in area of scrty & perfm in 
web & SOA architct environ. Req.
>> Master's deg or for equiv in IT, Comp 
Sci, or rel fld & 2 yrs exp in
>> job offrd. Exp. must incld 2 yrs w/ 
each: SQL Server (SQL), T-SQL,
>> stord procdrs, triggrs, indxs, exectn 
paths, & perfrm tuning; MS SQL
>> Server db engine wrks, inclde'g: Physcl 
strge, indx'g, physcl db dsgn
>> best prctic, & the Query Optimizer; Ex-
trct'g, trnsfrm'g, & load'g data
>> btwn varty of sources & destnatns us'g 
SSIS, Connctn mgrs, Precedence
>> Constrnts, Tsks, Variables & Event 
Handlers; & Source code repository.
>> Apply res/cvr let to Evolent Health 
LLC., Attn: M. Jaffa, 800 N. Glebe
>> Road, Suite 500 Arlington VA 22203. 
No calls.

REAL ESTATE
LICENSING COURSES

Long & Foster Realtors

Ask me how to take the class for FREE!

★ FREE CAREER SEMINAR ★
On Apr 23 @ 5:30 p.m.

DAY CLASS STARTS
Apr 27 - May 16

703/206-8100 (Cell) • 703/556-8600 (Direct)

For more info. Contact Meg Edwards:
meg.edwards@LNF.com

★ Tysons Corner Office ★
Class fee is $199.

★ Veteran, Retired and Active
Military Scholarships available!

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 

practice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an 
upcoming  opening  for a 3/4 day a wk. 
Some travel between offices. Ideal for 
nurses returning   to  the   workforce.   

Competitive salary  with  benefits.  
Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY •  LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER • CHIMNEY CLEANING • HAULING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL
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JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal

➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’
SALE OF PROPERTY OWNED BY HUNTER MILL EAST, L.L.C.

LOCATED AT 1623, 1627, AND 1631 CROWELL ROAD, VIENNA, VIRGINIA; 627 HUNTER 
MILL ROAD, VIENNA, VIRGINIA; AND AN ADJACENT PARCEL LACKING AN ADDRESS

SALE TO BE HELD AT THE FAIFAX COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

MAY 7, 2015, AT 10:00 A.M.
In execution of a certain Deed of Trust and Security Agreement dated May 5, 2008, and record-
ed May 5, 2008 in Deed Book 19918 at Page 1894, as amended by a certain Amendment to 
Deed of Trust and Security Agreement dated October 14, 2009, and recorded October 15, 
2009 in Deed Book 20741 at Page 0680, each among the land records of Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia (collectively the “Deed of Trust”), made by HUNTER MILL EAST, L.L.C., a Virginia limited 
liability company, now securing CATJEN LLC, a Virginia limited liability company (the “Note-
holder”), default having occurred in the payment of the
debt secured thereby, and being instructed to do so by the Noteholder, the undersigned Substi-
tute Trustees will offer for sale the property described below at public auction by the main en-
trance to the Fairfax County Circuit Court, located at 4110 Chain Bridge Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 
on May 7, 2015,
beginning at 10:00 a.m.
The real property encumbered by the Deed of Trust that will be offered for sale by the Substi-
tute Trustees is commonly known as 1623 Crowell Road (Tax Identification Number: 0184-08-
0003), 1627 Crowell Road (Tax Identification Number: 0184-08-0002), 1631 Crowell Road (Tax 
Identification Number: 0184-08-0001A), 1627 Hunter Mill Road (Tax Identification Number: 
0184-01-0023), and an adjacent parcel lacking a street address (Tax Identification Number: 
0184-01-0026B), all located in Vienna, Fairfax County, Virginia, as more particularly described 
in the Deed of Trust, and all improvements, fixtures, easements and appurtenances thereto 
(the “Real Property”).  The Real Property will be sold together with the interest of
the Noteholder, if any, in the following described personal property at the direction of the Note-
holder as secured party thereof, as permitted by Section 8.9A of the Code of Virginia of 1950, 
as amended the (“Personal Property”): Improvements, Fixtures and Personalty, and any and all 
other personal property and any proceeds thereof as more particularly described
in the Deed of Trust (the “Personal Property”).  The above described Real Property and Per-
sonal Property are collectively referred to as the “Property.”
TERMS OF SALE
ALL CASH.  The property will be offered for sale “AS IS, WHERE IS” and will be conveyed by 
Substitute Trustees’ Deed (the “Substitute Trustees’ Deed”) subject to all encumbrances, rights, 
reservations, rights of first refusal, conveyances, conditions, easements, restrictions, and all re-
corded and unrecorded liens, if any, having priority over and being superior to the Deed of 
Trust, as they may lawfully affect the property.  Personal Property, if any, shall be conveyed 
without warranty by a Secured Party Bill of Sale.
The Substitute Trustees and the Beneficiary disclaim all warranties of any kind, either express 
or implied for the property, including without limitation, any warranty relating to the zoning, con-
dition of the soil, extent of construction, materials, habitability, environmental condition, compli-
ance with applicable laws, fitness for a particular purpose and merchantability.  The risk of loss 
or damage to the property shall be borne by the successful bidder from and after the date and 
time of the sale. Obtaining possession of the property shall be the sole 
responsibility of the successful bidder (the “Purchaser”). A bidder’s deposit of $250,000.00 (the 
“Deposit”) by certified or cashier’s check shall be required by the Substitute Trustees for such 
bid to be accepted.  The Substitute Trustees reserve the right to prequalify any bidder prior to 
the sale and/or waive the requirement of the Deposit. Immediately after the sale, the successful 
bidder shall execute and deliver a memorandum of sale with the Substitute Trustees, copies of 
which shall be available for inspection immediately prior to the sale, and shall deliver to the 
Substitute Trustees the Deposit and the memorandum of sale.  The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid by the Purchaser.  Settlement shall occur within thirty (30) days after the 
sale date, TIME BEING OF THE ESSENCE with regard to the Purchaser’s 
obligation. Settlement shall take place at the offices of Venable LLP, 8010 Towers Crescent 
Drive, Suite 300, Tysons Corner, Virginia 22182 or other mutually agreed location.  Purchaser 
shall also pay all past due real estate taxes, rollback taxes, water rents, water permit renewal 
fees (if any) or other municipal liens, charges and assessments, together with penalties and
interest due thereon.  The Purchaser shall also pay all 
settlement fees, title examination charges, title charges and title insurance premiums, all re-
cording costs (including the state grantor’s tax and all state and county recordation fees, clerk’s 
filing fees, congestion relief fees and transfer fees and taxes), auctioneer’s fees and/or bid pre-
miums, and reasonable attorneys’ fees and disbursements incurred in the preparation of the 
deed of conveyance and other settlement documentation. The Purchaser shall be required to 
sign an agreement at settlement waiving any cause of action Purchaser may have against the 
Substitute Trustees, and/or the Beneficiary for any condition with respect to the property that 
may not be in compliance with any federal, state or local law, regulation
or ruling including, without limitation, any law, regulation and ruling relating to environmental 
contamination or hazardous wastes.  Such agreement shall also provide that if notwithstanding 
such agreement, a court of competent jurisdiction should permit such a claim to be made, such 
agreement shall serve as the overwhelming primary factor in any equitable
apportionment of response costs or other liability.  Nothing herein shall release, waive or pre-
clude any claims the Purchaser may have against any person in possession or control of the 
property. If any Purchaser fails for any reason to complete settlement as provided above, the 
Deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs of the sale, including Trustees’ fees, and the 
balance, if any, shall be delivered to the Beneficiary to be applied by the Beneficiary against the 
indebtedness secured by and other amounts due under the Deed of Trust in accordance with
the Deed of Trust or applicable law or otherwise as the 
Beneficiary shall elect.  There shall be no refunds.  Such forfeiture shall not limit any rights or 
remedies of the Substitute Trustees or the Beneficiary with respect to any such default.  If the 
property is resold, such re-sale shall be at the risk and the cost of the defaulting bidder, and the 
defaulting bidder shall be liable for any deficiency between its bid and the successful bid at the 
re-sale as well as the costs of conducting such re-sale.  Immediately upon conveyance by the 
Substitute Trustees of the Property, all duties, liabilities and obligations of the Substitute Trust-
ees, if any, with respect to the Property so conveyed shall be extinguished, except as otherwise 
provided by applicable law.
/s/ Henry F. Brandenstein, Jr., Substitute Trustee
/s/ Patrick W. Lincoln, Substitute Trustee
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Henry F. Brandenstein, Jr., Esq.
Venable LLP
8010 Towers Crescent Drive, Suite 300
Tysons Corner, Virginia 22182
(703) 760-1600

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

AT&T proposes a modification to an existing facility with tip 
heights of 66 feet on a building at 4241 Columbia Pike in 
Arlington, VA (Tanglewood).  In accordance with federal 

regulation 47CFR 1.1307, the NEPA and the ACHP 36 CFR 
800, parties interested in submitting comments or questions 

regarding any potential effects of the proposed facility on 
Historic Properties may do so by contacting Scott Horn (856-

809-1202, scotthorn@acerassociates.com) at ACER 
Associates, LLC at 1012 Industrial Dr., West Berlin, NJ 08091.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE
AT&T proposes a modification to an existing facility with tip 

heights of 132 feet on a building at 1125 North Patrick Henry 
Drive in Arlington, VA (Kentucky Dr).  In accordance with feder-
al regulation 47CFR 1.1307, the NEPA and the ACHP 36 CFR 

800, parties interested in submitting comments or questions 
regarding any potential effects of the proposed facility on
Historic Properties may do so by contacting Scott Horn 

(856-809-1202, scotthorn@acerassociates.com) at ACER As-
sociates, LLC at 1012 Industrial Dr., West Berlin, NJ 08091.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
American Tandoor Tysons 

Corner, LLC trading as Ameri-
can Tandoor, G021U Tysons 
Corner Center, Mclean, VA 

22102. The above establish-
ment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine 
and Beer On and Off & Mixed 
Beverage Restaurant (seating 
capacity over 150) license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. Karan Singh, 
Manager

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Big Mooks BBQ, LLC trading 
as Mookies, BBQ, 1141 Walk-
er Rd. Great Falls, VA 22066. 
The above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a Mixed Beverage Caterer 
Limited license to sell or man-
ufacture alcoholic beverages. 

Brian Varani, member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Big Mooks BBQ, LLC trading 
as Mookies, BBQ, 1141 Walk-
er Rd. Great Falls, VA 22066. 
The above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 

for a Wine and Beer on 
Premises/Mixed Beverages 

license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Brian 

Varani, member
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

ABC LICENSE
Robinson Hill LT, Inc. trading 

as Lebanese Taverna 
Express, 2401 Smith Blvd 
Reagan National Airport 

Terminal BC Space BC-20A, 
Arlington, VA 22202. The 

above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Beer and Wine On Premises 
license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. Robinson 
Hill LT, Inc.

NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 

submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 

date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. 

objections should be regis-
tered at www.abc.virginia.gov 

or 800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

ESTATE SALE
ANTIQUES

(GLASS/SILVER)-
FURNATURE-2BED

ROOM-LIVING ROOM
DINING ROOM-
NEEDLEPOINT

SUPPLIES  Saturday 
April 25 8am-2pm 

(no pre sales) 
928 N Lebanon St.,

Arlington VA.

Good is not good, 
where better is expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment

21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Office: 703-757-3222
Susan Canis

Associate Realtor
Anne Erickson

Associate Realtor 9841 Georgetown Pike • Great Falls VA 22066Sally Marvin
Associate Realtor
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& New Homes
Spring Real Estate

& New Homes
Spring Real Estate

& New Homes
Spring Real Estate

With its vaulted entrance way extending
to the pool, the new pavilion accommo-

dates well-integrated activity zones
while quietly reconciling existing

architecture to a setting that in-
cludes planters and other out-

door features. Craftsman-style
piers supporting an angular

metal-clad roof present a
period ambiance accented

with wicker chairs and
cafe tables.
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703-759-9190
9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

Donna Uscinski
Licensed in Virginia
ducinski@aol.com

703-759-7204

Specializing in Northern Virginia Properties
GREAT FALLS $1,400,000

Rare opportunity to
own 10 acres with
potential to build
up to 3 houses on
part of L’Auberge
Chez François’
family property.
Wooded building
sites overlook a
vast open area.
Can be purchased
alone or combined
with 944 Walker Rd
for a spectacular
retreat.

European-styled
mansion offers room
after room of
spacious comfort
and classic
ambiance. Elegant
French windows,
stained glass ports,
sunroom, formal
library, first floor
master suite, and
more. All on one of
Great Falls’ most
beautiful 4-acre sites
with its own pond.

GREAT FALLS $1,295,000

Grand 5-acre
property in sought-
after Southdown
Farm. Excellent lot
orientation with
towering trees
provide the perfect
location for a
magnificent new
home. Existing
home has been
well maintained
but is being sold “as
is.” Short distance
to Potomac River.

POTOMAC FALLS $920,000

Spectacular
Lowes Island
home situated on
a bluff with winter
views of Potomac
River and
gorgeous golf
course. Filled with
glorious updates,
and the ultimate in
amenities from a
completely new
master bath with
heated floor to a
grand home office.

Light-filled condo in
“Edgewater at Town
Center.” Updated
kitchen boasts
ceramic floors,
granite counters,
stainless appliances
including 5-burner
gas stove. Two
master bedrooms,
private walk-out
covered patio, and
views of lovely lake
with fountain.

GREAT FALLS $1,657,000
Exquisite home
with over $600,000
in updates:
Saltwater pool,
outdoor kitchen,
new baths, vista
windows,
contemporary
accents, wood
floors, and a
kitchen beyond
belief. State-of-the-
art “everything”
inside and out,
where you can
enjoy life as it was
meant to be.

S
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GREAT FALLS $2,400,000

RESTON $324,000
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Great Falls

& New Homes
Spring Real Estate

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

A
fter what seemed to be an endless
winter, spring has finally come call
ing, signaling the start of the year’s

first real estate high season. Homes trade
hands all year long, but spring is often for
buyers, seller, agents, brokers and lenders
like those weeks between Thanksgiving and
Christmas; buyers at full speed searching
out the best bargains and sellers looking to
move their wares without having to resort
to price-slashing sales tactics.

So far, area real-estate experts and the
data from sources like the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors (NVAR), Movoto

Real Estate, and SmartCharts (powered by
RealEstate Business Intelligence with data
supplied from the MLS listing service) are
all aligned in their assessment of the out-
look for the 2015 market in Northern Vir-
ginia. Compared to a lackluster 2014 after
a strong 2013, there’s reason for optimism.

Veronica Seva-Gonzalez, NVAR board
member and Realtor with Compass Real
Estate, noted that the spring weather and
positive housing market news had arrived
simultaneously. “It’s great to see how all of
the numbers are up from last year and also
from the beginning of this year,” she said.

Across the board, the numbers do look
positive. Combined data collected for the
counties of Fairfax and Arlington, the cities

of Alexandria, Falls Church and Fairfax and
the towns of Vienna, Herndon and Clifton,
show a first quarter increase of total units
sold of just over 9 percent, with 3,657 units
sold in 2015 compared to 3,352 the prior
year. For the same period and for the same
localities, days on the market (DOM) per
unit actually rose in 2015 and the average
ratio of sales price to list price showed mar-
ginal slippage, but Realtors and market
analysts see the significant improvements
in March 2015 numbers vs. March 2014 fig-
ures as an indicator of a healthy selling sea-
son ahead.

The March 2015 increases were seen in

Optimism for 2015 Real Estate Market

See Outlook,  Page 4

Spring Real Estate & New Homes

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

W
hen a Burke family hired E.
Diane Neustrand to sell
their home, she did her
standard walk-through of

the house to assess it, but when she reached
the dining room, she stopped cold.

“It was painted with three different
shades of orange and accessorized with
black, white and gold furniture,” said
Neustrand, a real estate agent with Long
and Foster Real Estate, Inc. in Burke, Fairfax
Station and Clifton.

First on Neustrand’s chopping block: a
pair of zebra print chairs. The boisterous
wall colors were next.

“It wasn’t harmonious at all,” said
Neustrand, who also works as a professional
home stager. “We had to calm that down
because orange is not a color that sells well.
You want neutrals in paint and furniture,
so potential buyers can visualize their own
items in your home.”

Residential real estate staging, the prac-
tice of preparing a home to go on the mar-
ket for sale by making it aesthetically ap-
pealing, is credited with giving homes an
advantage over the competition.

Staging can range from rearranging fur-
niture, decluttering and painting the walls
to furnishing a home in which the seller no

longer resides.
The National Association of Realtors’

2015 Investment & Home Buyers Survey
showed that staging can have a positive
impact on the number of days a home sits
on the market and the amount of money
potential buyers a willing offer for the
home.

“STAGED HOMES traditionally present
themselves better than the competition by
being clean, clutter-free and ready to show
to prospective buyers,” said Mona Bekheet,
a real estate agent with McEnearney Asso-
ciates, Inc. in McLean. “Home staging is
decluttering, depersonalizing and prepar-
ing a seller’s home to look like a model

home so the potential buyers can see them-
selves living in the home.”

The survey showed that 49 percent of
agents say most buyers are affected by home
staging, while a 2013 study by the Real Es-
tate Staging Association showed staged
homes sold 83 percent sooner than houses
that weren’t staged. Realtors also believe
buyers usually offer a 1-5 percent increase
on the value of a staged home.

“Staged homes take less time on the mar-
ket and they sell at the best price,” said
Bekheet. “Buyers view them as well cared
for properties and appraisers are more likely
to appraise staged homes at a full or higher
value.”

That increase can offset the expense of

having a home professionally staged. Ser-
vices, including consultations and furniture
rental, can cost $250 to $2,000. Neustrand
uses as many of the homeowners’ posses-
sions as she can to minimize out-of-pocket
expenses.

“Since staging gives a home a clean, fresh,
current look, it makes a home more attrac-
tive to buyers,” said Betsy Schuman Dodek
of Washington Fine Properties in Potomac.

Initiating conversations with homeowners
about their homes and suggesting changes
must be handled delicately.

“You don’t want to hurt someone’s feel-
ings by telling them that they need to move
items or get rid of items like the wrong art-
work or too much furniture,” said Maria
Smith of Arlington Realty in Arlington. “But
the homeowner’s objective should be to sell
the home.”

“Even if you have a large home, if your
closets are over-stuffed or if you have too
much furniture, a prospective buyer can’t
get a sense of the space and dimension of a
room or visualize themselves in the home,”
said E.J. Stone, a real estate agent with
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in
Alexandria.

REMOVING ULTRA-PERSONAL ITEMS
like family pictures or bills is another part
of the staging process.

“You want to get a potential buyer to en-
vision their things in the home,” said Stone.
“Neutrals can help with that. Those are
things that a home stager can suggest.”

Less is often more in the home staging
game, say Realtors. “I tell my clients to take
stuff off the walls, rent a storage space and
take all the stuff you don’t need and put it
into a storage unit, so it opens up more
space,” said Michael Richter, real estate
agent for residential preferred properties at
the Richter Group in Burke.

Realtors rank the living room as the num-
ber one room to stage, followed by the
kitchen, then the master bedroom, dining
room and the bathroom.

“Your home should be a model home, like
no one lives there,” said Neustrand. “The
bathroom counters should not have prod-
ucts or clutter. There should not be trash in
the garbage can.”

Real estate agents
give the lowdown on
getting your home
ready for the market.

Staged
to Sell

Photo by Robert Whetzel

Realtors say professionally staged homes spend less time on the market.
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*Select GE Profile™ Series and GE® appliances are now available in slate and stainless steel for the same price or lower than traditional finishes.
** Via mail-in and/or online rebate. See rebate forms for details and lists of eligible models. Your card is issued by MetaBank pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. This card is a GE
Visa prepaid card. Each time you use the card the amount of the transaction will be deducted from the amount of your available balance. Terms and Conditions apply to the card, including
a $1.50 ATM access fee each time the card is used at a cash dispensing machine. The operator of the ATM or any network utilized to effect the transaction may also impose a fee. Subject
to applicable law, a monthly maintenance fee of $3 (USD) applies, but is waived for the first six months after the card is issued. No additional fees will be assessed once the card balance
reaches zero. Cards can be used at merchants that accept Visa debit cards. GE reserves the right to substitute a check of equal value in lieu of a Visa prepaid card at its sole discretion.

Sterling
21800 Town Center Plaza

Sterling, VA 20164
703-450-5453

Leesburg
1051 Edwards Ferry Road

Leesburg, VA 20176
703-771-4688

www.sterlingappliance.com

From Page 3

all sectors of the residential mar-
ket, with “attached” homes like
townhouses leading the way with
a 3.6 percent uptick in average
sales price. Condominiums came
in at second place, with a 1.8 per-
cent increase in the month com-
pared to 2014. Single-family
homes came in last for the March
2015 totals, but still better than
the prior year by 0.7 percent.

Greatly increased inventory ver-
sus last year could be one factor
in the more modest single-family
home price increases. In 2015,
3,165 new properties came onto
the market during the month,
while only 2,656 were put on the
books during that month last year.
A total of 3,381 units were avail-
able to buyers in March this year
compared to 3,011 last year.

“In some areas and some price
ranges, there is definitely more
choice,” said Reston Long and Fos-
ter Realtor Anita Lasansky. “Sellers
are starting to get more confident.”

Realtor Jennifer Boyce, Long
and Foster Gold Team, also noted
that some buyers were starting to
“come out from under,” having
held on during the worst of the
economic downturn. “Equities are
looking stronger, so they can get
back in, selling or buying.”

The data does vary around the
region. Not all areas experienced
an increase in sales prices in the
month-to-month comparison. Falls
Church City, for example, posted
an increase in the numbers of units
sold, but a 19.12 percent decrease
in median sales price.

Arlington County, on the other
hand, saw the largest increase in the
March 2015 vs. March 2014 side-
by-side; with 24.43 percent more
closed sales and a 10.68 percent
increase in the median sales price.

Outlook Optimism
for 2015  Market

Janet Gresh of the Gresh Group
in McLean says that her experience
so far this year is in line with those
numbers. “Arlington is definitely
hot right now, close in and enough
quality properties that you see se-
rious competition.”

Lasansky gave the numbers she
is seeing for Reston a “thumbs up,”
as well. “We’re up about 15 per-
cent in the first quarter over last
year and about 5 percent up in
median sales price.”

In the City of Alexandria, the
median sales price rose by more
than 10 percent in March on an
increase of 14.37 percent in closed
sales. Fairfax County and Fairfax
City both saw more moderate im-
provements in median sales prices
at 2.79 percent and 2.00 percent
respectively. For Fairfax City, the
positive takeaway from the March
figures is that the median sales
price rose despite a drop in total
closed sales of more than 50 per-
cent compared to last year.

While all of the data provided is
considered preliminary and still
subject to revision, the numbers
available to date suggest a good
start to the year – and barring the
unforeseen negative impact – a
positive 2015 real estate market.

Plus-column numbers on the
books, the collective optimism of
many of the area’s top real estate
professionals, and respected orga-
nizations like the Northern Vir-
ginia Association of Realtors add-
ing that “2015 may be different
because of its more sustainable,
positive market direction,” all of-
fer signs that the real estate mar-
ket in the region is looking at a
healthy year. Any number of fac-
tors, including the ever-present
threat of the Federal Reserve rais-
ing interest rates sometime this
year, could stall or even reverse the
positive trends.

Spring Real Estate

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Connection will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to
include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and
phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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FOR RENT @ $8,900  •  MRIS# FX8575491
Magnificent 5 Bedroom, 8 Bathroom Colonial. 10,000 SF of finished space, elegant
rooms for entertaining. An electronic metal gate, a 34-foot mirrored exercise room
with steam shower, two-sided deck with connecting barrel-ceiling bridge, home

office, sunroom, walk-out recreation room with fireplace and tavern, and
much more, available 5/1/2015. Brokers welcome.

For information, please call Shawn Tahmassian,
Owner Agent • National Realty • 703-850-3209

A
utumn Wood, a community of 18
homes off Georgetown Pike, is a
bright spot for new homes in Great

Falls over the past several years. Most homes
sold between $2 million and $2.5 million,
and during several of the last few years sales
of Gulick have made up nearly half of the
sales in that price range in Great Falls.

With only two homes, including our
model home, remaining in Autumn Wood,
we are pleased to introduce Fallsgate.
Fallsgate is a community of five homes
nestled within the broader community of
Longwood, and offers an opportunity to live
in a community setting among coordinat-
ing homes in Great Falls.

Longwood is a great neighborhood to
walk through, and is near lots of shopping,
including Great Falls Village Center, Reston

Town Center and Tysons. Plus, it is in the
Langley School District.

Gulick has introduced two new floorplans
for Fallsgate, the Ashcroft (3460-5445
square feet) and the Grayson (4040-7430
square feet).

We have the first Grayson nearly complete
and ready to show in Autumn Wood. We
designed these homes for the modern fam-
ily, or someone interested in downsizing,
as the 10,000-square-foot McMansions
seem to be a thing of the past.

Both of these floorplans exemplify our
attention to detail and the Gulick design
sense, offer open spaces and opportunities
to interact both within and between rooms,
without losing the drama we are known for.

— Jamie Gulick, Gulick Group

Autumn Wood Wraps Up, New
Opportunities at Fallsgate

Photo courtesy of Gulick Group

Spring Real Estate & New Homes

By John Byrd

A
 Vienna whole house remodel that
incorporates an Aging-In-Place
solution will be featured in the
Parade of Homes/ Remodeled

Home Tour April 25-April 26.
The circa-1970s split-level owned by

Andre and Katy Hollis was substantially re-
purposed and renovated by Sun Design
Remodeling of Burke.

“I decided that I really liked our neigh-
borhood and that with changes we could
stay in the house indefinitely,” Katy Hollis
said.

Mindy Mitchell, the Certified Aging-In-
Place Specialist (CAPS) at Sun Design Re-
modeling who executed the Hollis design
solution, says such inquiries have become
more common in recent years.

After considering options, the Hollis fam-
ily settled on several revisions: a spacious
first floor bedroom; a gourmet kitchen; a
better entertainment plan; and a guest suite
with dedicated bath.

“I thought we probably had enough

square footage to achieve what we wanted,”
Katy Hollis said, “but there were lots of func-
tional problems, and we weren’t sure how
to address them.”

The challenge was reconfiguring ad-
equate existing space into a better plan serv-
ing long term horizons.

Katy wanted both a guest suite and a
larger, more private master bedroom suite.

The former master bedroom suite now
becomes spacious guest quarters. A corner
bedroom has been transformed into a sec-
ond upstairs bathroom

Mitchell and team re-deployed 300 square
feet on the rear of the first level for a very
private master bedroom suite that includes
a master bath and generous walk-in closets.

A home office behind glass-facing French
doors opens directly into the redecorated
living room.

“It’s a terrific solution in every detail,”
Hollis said. “And knowing we’ve already
made some solid decisions about the future
has really given me peace of mind.”

Call 703-425-5588 or
www.SunDesignInc.com.

On Tour: Aging in Place Renovation

Photo contributed

A whole house aging-in-place solution by Sun Design Remodeling will be
featured in the Parade of Homes’ Remodeled Homes Tour, April 25 and
April 26. The firm executed a top-to-bottom makeover to a circa 1970s
split-level, creating a first level master suite and a gourmet kitchen.

For a free digital subscription to
one or all of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnewspapers.com/
subscribe

Be the first to know – get your
paper before it hits the press.

Complete digital replica of the print
edition, including photos and ads,
delivered weekly to your
e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen
@connection
newspapers.com
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